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abstract
Is there something about the Judeo-Christian idea of sin that differentiates it from an error, fault, or
unjust action in general? The Biblical term for “sin” is the same as the classical Greek word for any kind
of mistake or failure, and can be used of religious infractions. What, if anything, makes the Biblical
idea of sin distinctive? In my talk, I will propose an answer to this question – an answer that, if correct,
has some surprising consequences for our understanding of some key passages in the Bible.

